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‘my own vampire, my own spirit 

let loose from the grave, and 

forced to destroy all that was dear 

to me’

Frankenstein

‘blood will have blood’

Macbeth, III. iv. 121.



Many and long were the conversations 

between Lord Byron and Shelley, to 

which I was a devout but nearly silent 

listener. During one of these, various 

philosophical doctrines were discussed, 

and among others the nature of the 

principle of life, and whether there was 

any probability of its ever being 

discovered and communicated....

Frankenstein (Preface to 1831 edition).



‘[Percy] Shelley and I had a conversation 

about principles, – whether man was to be 

thought merely an instrument’

The Diary of Dr. John William Polidori, 

1816

‘demoniacal corpse’

‘mummy’

‘the spirits of the dead [hover] round’

‘forms of the beloved dead flit before me’

Frankenstein



‘neglected’

‘passionately fond of reading’

‘those poets whose effusions entranced 

my soul, and lifted it to heaven’

‘I also became a poet, and for one year 

lived in a Paradise of my own 

creation’

‘fervent and vivid’

Frankenstein



‘mercenary subalterns’

‘he cultivated more his imagination than his 

judgment’

‘that high romantic feeling of honour and candour, 

which daily ruins so many milliners’ apprentices’

‘that vice was thrown in by Providence merely for 

the picturesque effect of the scene, as we see in 

romances’

‘He thought ... that the dreams of poets were the 

realities of life’

‘the hero of a romance’

‘the offspring of his fancy’

‘The Vampyre’



‘the reputation of a winning tongue’

‘the serpent’s art’

‘Who could resist his power?’

‘The Vampyre’

‘eloquent and persuasive ... once his 

words had even power over my heart’

Frankenstein



‘peculiarities’

‘dead grey eye’

‘the deadly hue of his face, which never 

gained a warmer tint, either from the 

blush of modesty, or from the strong 

emotion of passion’ ‘though his eyes 

were apparently fixed upon her’s, still it 

seemed as if they were unperceived’.

‘The Vampyre’



Being

‘superhuman speed’

William

Henry Clerval

Elizabeth

‘extinguish the spark which I

so negligently bestowed’

Ruthven

‘strength seemed superhuman’

Ianthe

the countess’s daughter

Miss Aubrey

‘thought of employing his own 

hand to free the world from 

such a wretch’



‘the moon gazed on my midnight labours’

‘by the dim and yellow light of the moon, as it 

forced its way through the window-shutters’ 

‘lovely moon’

‘the moon was just rising from the sea’

‘by the light of the moon’

‘pale yellow light of the moon’

‘Suddenly the broad disk of the moon arose, 

and shone full upon his ghastly and distorted 

shape, as he fled with more than mortal speed’

Frankenstein



‘remember, I shall be with you on your wedding-

night’

‘the words of the fiend rung in my ears like a 

death-knell’

Frankenstein

‘save my honour, your friend’s honour’

‘Swear! ... whatever may happen, or whatever you 

may see’

‘Remember your oath!’

‘Remember your oath, and know, if not my bride 

today, your sister is dishonoured’

‘The Vampyre’



‘Her figure was light and airy’

‘she busied herself in following the aërial creations 

of the poets’

Frankenstein

‘light step …  fairy form’

‘so beautiful and delicate, that she might have 

formed the model for a painter wishing to 

pourtray on canvass the promised hope of the 

faithful in Mahomet’s paradise’ ‘innocence, youth, 

and beauty, unaffected by crowded drawing 

rooms, and stifling balls’

‘The Vampyre’



‘guardian’

‘frank infantile being’

‘sedate and pensive’

‘a soul conscious of a brighter realm’

‘melancholy charm’

‘would rather have remained in the mansion of 

his fathers, and fed upon the melancholy 

which overpowered him’

‘The Vampyre’





‘The rage ... implies connection between the 

envier Aubrey and the envied vampire, who 

displaces Aubrey as the sister’s protector and 

insinuates himself into the sister’s affection’

Patricia L. Skarda, ‘Vampirism and 

Plagiarism: Byron’s Influence and Polidori’s

Practice’, Studies in Romanticism, 28.2 (1989)



‘O God! I have murdered my darling 

infant!’

‘Have my murderous machinations 

deprived you also, my dearest Henry, of 

life? Two I have already destroyed’

‘I am the cause of this ... William, 

Justine, and Henry — they all died by 

my hands’

Frankenstein

‘looked at Aubrey and pointed to the 

corpse’

‘At other times he would imprecate 



‘looked at Aubrey and pointed to the 

corpse’

‘At other times he would imprecate 

maledictions upon his head, and curse 

him as her destroyer’

‘by constant attendance, and the 

pretence of great affection for the 

brother and interest in his fate, he 

gradually won the ear of Miss Aubrey’

‘The Vampyre’



‘his body [was] dreadfully emaciated by fatigue 

and suffering’

‘he is generally melancholy and despairing; 

and sometimes he gnashes his teeth, as if 

impatient of the weight of woes that oppresses 

him’

‘I never saw a man in so wretched a condition’

‘a cold dew covered my forehead, my teeth 

chattered, and every limb became convulsed’

‘unable to compose my mind to sleep’

Frankenstein



‘disturbed by the wildest dreams’

‘I thought I saw Elizabeth, in the bloom of 

health ... but as I imprinted the first kiss on her 

lips, they became livid with the hue of death ... 

and I thought that I held the corpse of my dead 

mother in my arms ... and I saw the grave-

worms crawling in the folds of the flannel.’

‘with irregular steps’

‘but felt impelled to hurry on, although wetted 

by the rain, which poured from a black and 

comfortless sky’

Frankenstein



‘very ill’

‘so thin and pale’

‘nervous fever’

‘During all that time Henry was my only 

nurse.... He knew that I could not have a 

more kind and attentive nurse than himself.’ 

‘like a restless spectre’

‘on the point of death’

‘emaciated frame and feverish cheeks’

‘extreme kindness’

Frankenstein



‘put to bed’

‘seized with a most violent fever, and was 

often delirious’ ‘immediately placed himself 

in the same house and became his constant 

attendant’

‘kind words’

‘almost’

‘His Lordship seemed quite changed’

‘a smile of malicious exultation playing upon 

his lips’

‘The Vampyre’



‘her pale face and wounded throat with a meek 

smile upon her lips’

‘he left his house, roamed from street to street, 

anxious to fly that image which haunted him.... 

His dress became neglected, and he wandered, 

as often exposed to the noon-day sun as to the 

midnight damps’

‘at first he returned with the evening to the 

house; but at last he laid him own to rest 

wherever fatigue overtook him’

‘The Vampyre’



‘they were soon distanced’

‘from a pursuer swifter than any … from 

thought’

‘He only uttered a few words, and those 

terrified her’

‘the ravings of a maniac’

‘The Vampyre’



‘and there lay my length, letting the boat go its 

way’

‘all night till 9; tea’d together; chatted, etc.’

Polidori’s Diary

‘Often, after the rest of the family had retired 

for the night, I took the boat, and passed many 

hours upon the water ... sometimes, after rowing 

into the middle of the lake, I left the boat to 

pursue its own course, and gave way to my own 

miserable reflections’

Frankenstein



‘a struggle between two opposing parts of the self, 

with Aubrey’s social and moral values and his 

sense of the real (already weak at the opening of 

the story) coming increasingly under threat from 

the transgressive desires and appetites associated 

with Ruthven and (Byronic) romance’

Simon Bainbridge, ‘Lord Ruthven’s Power: 

Polidori’s “The Vampyre”, Doubles and the 

Byronic Imagination’, The Byron Journal, 34.1 

(2006)



?

Byron / Polidori : Ruthven / Aubrey



‘About the same time’

‘He watched him’

‘entirely absorbed in himself’

‘handsome, frank, and rich’

‘Lord Ruthven’s affairs were embarrassed’

‘profuse in his liberality’ to ‘the idle, the 

vagabond, and the beggar’

‘the centres of all fashionable vice’

‘exalted imagination began to assume the 

appearance of something supernatural’

‘evil power’

‘The Vampyre’



‘the living vampyre, who had passed years 

amidst his friends, and dearest ties, forced 

every year, by feeding upon the life of a lovely 

female to prolong his existence for the ensuing 

months...’

‘a pretty accurate description of Lord 

Ruthven’

‘friends’

‘dearest ties’

‘The Vampyre’



‘the resort of the vampyres in their 

nocturnal orgies’

‘in one almost unbroken sound’

‘upon her neck and breast was blood, and 

upon her throat were the marks of teeth 

having opened the vein’

‘held almost unconsciously in his hand a 

naked dagger of a particular construction, 

which had been found in the hut’

‘again baffled’

‘The Vampyre’



‘at the sight of him whose image he had now 

combined with that of a Vampyre’

‘did not sleep’

‘the many circumstances attending his 

acquaintance with this man rose upon his mind, 

and he knew not why’

‘as if from the presentiment of something 

horrible awaiting him’

‘The Vampyre’



‘can be read as a story of doubling, with the 

vampyre Ruthven as a projection of Aubrey’s 

repressed desires which he both enacts (in 

displaced form) and prevents from being 

enacted through his murder of the object of 

desire’

‘a displaced enactment of Aubrey’s own 

possessive and prohibited desire and a 

forestalling of any actual enactment through 

death’

Bainbridge, ‘Ruthven’s Power’



‘morose and silent’

‘a breeze, which seemed obedient to his will’

‘standing in a corner by himself, heedless of all 

around him, [at the same time] engaged in the 

remembrance of the first time he had seen Lord 

Ruthven’

‘Remember your oath’

‘at a little distance’

‘the same figure which had attracted his notice 

on this spot upon his first entry into society’

‘The Vampyre’



‘the dead rise again!’

‘impossible … could be real’

‘hung upon his lips’

‘devouring thoughts’

‘conjured up’

‘was he then to allow this monster to roam, 

bearing ruin upon his breath, amidst all he held 

dear’

‘The Vampyre’



‘For days he remained in this state; shut up in 

his room, he saw no one’

‘when he entered into a room, his haggard and 

suspicious looks were so striking, his inward 

shudderings so visible, that his sister was at last 

obliged to beg of him to abstain from seeking ... 

a society which affected him so strongly’

‘his mind was becoming alienated’

‘reside in the house’

‘He hardly appeared to notice it’. 

‘The Vampyre’



‘There he would often lie for days, incapable of 

being roused. He had become emaciated, his 

eyes had attained a glassy lustre.’

‘Oh, do not touch him – if your love for me is 

aught, do not go near him!’

‘The Vampyre’



‘the monster’

‘he turned suddenly round, thinking Lord 

Ruthven was near him, but saw no one’

‘constant attendance’

‘The Vampyre’

‘closer than an eye’

Robert Louis Stevenson,

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde



‘rage’

‘not finding vent, had broken a blood-vessel’

‘Aubrey’s weakness increased; the effusion 

[emission, spilling] of blood produced 

symptoms of the near approach of death’

‘Aubrey’s sister had glutted the thirst of a 

VAMPYRE!’

‘The Vampyre’



‘During the last stage of the invalid’s 

recovery, Lord Ruthven was apparently 

engaged in watching the tideless waves 

raised by the cooling breeze, or in marking 

the progress of those orbs, circling, like our 

world, the moveless sun; – indeed he 

appeared to wish to avoid the eyes of all.’

‘The Vampyre’
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